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The intelligence community is now preparing ite annuzl esti-

mates of the main trends ir {oviet general capabilities and

policies -« and Soviet capabilities for strategic sttacks through

wild=-1964,

First, Capabilities and Policiew

#. The Hoviet lsaders currently show great confidence that
they beliove trend of events is im their favor,

i, Thelr rate of ecomcric progress, their scientific
achievements, their wrowing miseile capabiiities,
and their estimate 2 the political tendencies in
undardeveloped cowtries all saggest to themm a
favorable shift in world power relations.

Z. From the position of strength which they believe
they now have, they ife¢cl mble, not only to engage
the Y est vigorously on disputed issues when they
wish to do se, but sise to relax tensions when

expedient without ary imputation of weakness,

DOE review completed.|
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in Soviet extermal policy, over the next five years,

we expect to see clements of pressurs and detente

eombined and varied s» tactical advantage may suggos:.

i

Whatever changes of emphasis may occur, the

swings of policy are likely to fall within &

range which exciudes:

&. n the ome band, deliberate assumption of
serious and anconiroilable risks of generval
war; or

. i the other., mnv abasdonment of the conceot
o continuing struggle between two irreconcilablc
worlds,

ia another year or twa, ioviet leaders nay seek to

draw golitical advastage {rom their improved power

position reistive ty the Wont If it emerpges as Siny

sxpect.

s. They will still trv to win concessions basically
through negotiation,

3. B the slement of sressure and threat will
probably becorpa morve pronocunced,

¢. The chances of miscaleulation may be lncreased
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i, It ie in the contewt of this ahnerkl estimoate that | wish o
aresent our rEwwEF sotirmate of the doveloping Soviet capa-
silities for strategic attack.

A« These 3ovist capabilitiag wadergoing major transition.

1. Has rested primarilv in tong and owdiuwm range
bombers with nuelons horabs, some with
air-to-surfacs minsides,

Z. Boader force is mow being incressingly supple-
mented by groend-inunched balilistle missiles wed
missile-launching subrna rines,

3. Increasing ballistic missile capability will become
main element in Sewist atrategic threat, During
1960 it will berin 13 he 2 thrsat againet industrial
and popalation complexes in the USA ~. and by
1961 threat against our retaliatory power,

iv, UBSR made considershie progress in bailistic misziles durip.
14959,

B Goviet ICBM tast-firing sropram has proceoded in ordariv

nanner -- while evidence utill inadequate to judge precice

tirning, we bellsve that for sanning purpeses we should

P f% ;,—';‘:*f' ’"
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consider that bv : Jaansary 1960, USSR had

initial operationsl caocability with a few {(say, 10}

aeries producec [2Lis,

Graphic L i. To date there have been about I0 Sowiet ICH:4
firings to 3, 302 unaqatical mlies or more, Fiftean
of them in 199, including long shote inte Paciiic.
Also some failwes, of course,

2, BZoviet ICBM probably capable of carrying 6, 0OC
pound nuclear warhead with multirnegaton yield
to 5, 500 aautical miles,

3, CEP: under operational conditions will probably
e between 1 asd 5 n.om. initially asd may be
improved down ic 4, n.m. Some difference of
gpinion in intelligence community as to when
this iroprovemwnt might be achieved, and this

gaestion is under current study,

b

« For delivery of nuciesr warheads againast land targets at
medivnn ranges, amd this would include most of ger over-
seas baees, UBHER has had 700 n,.m. ballistic missiles
available for the past few vears, amd we believe 1,100 n.m,

ruiseiles beacame operational in iate 1958 or early !939,

Approved For Release 2009/02/09 : CIA-RDP79R00904A000500020127-7



T
Approved For Release 2009/02/09 : CIA-RDP79R00904A000500020127-7

i. Estinmte that both tynes are in series productio,

2, Delieve troops have trained with both, and have
some evidence of their deploymaeat in Easet Getmmany
and possibly Soviei far bast,

3.  Hpow little about the depioyment of ICBMs,
Hhrashchev boasted that they are mobile,

e A few conventionally-pirwered Soviet submarioes now
evaluated a3 probably capable of lasnching ballistic
raissiles with nuclear warheads, though not from a
subrue rged powition,

i, CUne type of modified long-range submarine can
probably carry two missiles of 209 n.m. or
possibly 350 n. . range.

2. & newly-constructed class which was first idemi-
jied in 1999 mayv carry about 5 miesiles of 350 n. :c.

range,

L ¥
®

Fased on requirements and (schoical capabilities,
estizeate that in 19B1-1963 USSR will firet achieve
8 weapon systen: cocbining 3 nuclear-powered
subna rine with a 300<1, 00 n, m. ballistic missils,
capable of laanchirg from submerged position.

4. DBelisve they now f?_,".'? a few nuclear subs--but not

‘;. hind

identified,
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Jet mediuwn and heavy bomber stremgth of Soviet Long Range

Avlation remained relatively constant over past yesar,

A, long Range Aviation now has about i, iée BADGER jat
medium bombers (B-47 tyne) and about 120 BISON jet
{B-52 type) and BLAR turboprap heavy bombers,

{120 in all).

t, HEAR production (military type) ceased some
titne ago, BADUGER prodection ceased in about
miide 1959, BISON asroduction eontinues sf a2 low
rate {one to two a raonth in fall of 1959%).

2., iboolescent B .1 piston medium bombers {B-2¢
type) retived rapidly in the past year--probably
now completely pbasec out of Long Range Aviation
units.

%. iong Ravge Avistion remaios best suited to operations
againet targete closer ir than the (US--for example in
burope.

1. hiajority of bombers are BADUERs capable of
reaching mwost US rgets only on one-way muissions,

2., From Awctic based, reineciled BISONs could resch
UH targets on two-way missions--BEAHRS could do
50 without refuelling.

mﬂm -
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., In about 1961 USER wili probably have 3 supevsouic
air-lpunched missile of at ieast 3%0 n. m. range,
adaptable for use against land tawgets or ships at ses.

Soviet rulers probably regard their presemt forces as capabie

of tnflicting great damage en U5 and Allied concenmtrations of

population and industry, sul as incapable of preventing the
uuclear devastation of the UisnR,

Future growih of 3oviet intorcontinental striking capabilities

will be primarily a function of development, production, and

deployment of ICBMs.

In absence of evidence on toviet plans and programs, DEzll:-

gence comununity has anslyzed the JCBM force goals, which

the Soviets might establish over the next few years.

This analysie shows that the USSKE would probably estimete

that it would heve in 1961, its most favorable opportunity,

through rapid buildus in IC3ie, to galn declded military,
politieal, and psychological advamiage over the UL,

4. After about that tirne, our own planaed increase in
semibhardened and hardened US IUBM sites would resalt
in very sieep increase in coviet [CBM reguirements to

knock them out,

e e o
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Hoviets would probably ast regard what they could
achieve in ICBRs between now and 1961 as giving
them a decisive military superierity’--would still
have to expect refaliation fromu
1, iur bomnbers on airburae alert.
2. Semibardened and keardoned ICBM sites,
3. Jarriers and missile-iaunching submarines at

sea,
4, Any other baaes they failed to neutralise.
They wonld probably contizue to regard our retaliatery
forces as threatening to inflict anacceptable damage on

Soviet industrial and popwiation centers,

Present indicetions are that Soviet ICBM program is not a

“orash’ programi. Buk we believe it s designed to provide

a substantial ICBM capability at az early date,

A

fioal is probably a force ae large as they think necesnsary

fiyr substantial deterrent and pre-emptive attack capability,

i. That is! <~ 3 capaditity Lo seise tha initiative from

an enemy wic iz himself believed to be preparisg to

attack,

2. This would consistent with present deliherate and
orderly tempo of HSavier {LBM test firinges.

3. Aind with Soviet peiley of imaintaining balance awmong

various types of military ferces,

g - g
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Conclusion of UMB ia that present Soviet ICBM program

would provide some 140-300 CBMs oa launcher in myici=

1961, This assumes a total inventory of 175-270 and a

total production of ﬁ

1. Production of missilas could be accomplished with
one or two plants -- puik o effort would be in
constructing launchirg facilities, activating and
training ICBM units, and providing logistic support
for them.

2. Ewen to have 149 ICHBhis on launcher in mid-1961
would require a vigurous program -- to have 200
at that time would imroduce considerably greater
difiicaitiae,

3. Put such programs couid be accomplished by mid- 1981,
along with other Hoviet military programs, wi thout
appreciably hindering present Soviet plans for in-
dustrial developmen: -- 7-%ear ~lan goais.

There is a fairly broad¢ spread in our estimate of the

trend in the Soviet ICEB: force after 1961,

l. HBased on present evitence of Soviet policies and
programs, owr esti.raie ol >oviet ICBMe on lawncher
is in the range o £5U~35) im mid-1962 and in the

vange of 350-4%0 ir rnid-1963,

e Ee
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2, Alr Force intelligence seele that the growth of the
force after (961 wiil be considerably greater than this,

3. Dut all of us in the intslligence community recognize
that the course o the l.oviet program iz likely to be
affected by changing technology and by developments
in the international situation,

4. THeuce we believe that snv numerical projections,
particularly beyond 196:, awust be carefully and con-
tinuously reviewed in the light of all evidence we mav
asbtain as to the urgency and priority which the Sovieis

give to thelr ICBM program,
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